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(01:06) 

CD: Joe thank you for coming down today, I appreciate it. If we could 
just start, if you could say your name, and spell it, so when they do the 
transcriptions we don’t have it wrong. 


JC: My name is Joseph Ceo. And the last name is spelt C-E-O. So, 
that’s it. 


CD: Very good. Could we...if we could just start. We’re just going to 
Carry on a conversation through this, you’re just going to talk to me, 
I’m going to ask you questions, we’re just going to do our best to 
answer it. So try to ignore all this gear around us... 


JC: Okay. 


CD: And we’ll just converse, okay. If we could just start...if you could 
just introduce yourself and tell us where you’re from originally. 


JC: Okay. My name is Joseph Ceo, and I was born in Hamilton, Ohio, 
and I was raised in Cincinnati, Ohio. My mother passed away when I 
was about five years of age, and I was put into an orphanage for about 
ten years, Saint Joseph’s Orphanage, Cincinnati. In 1935 I was sent 
back to Hamilton to my Grandmother’s, and I was there about two 
weeks, and then I went down to live with my father in Hamilton there. 
And I didn’t get along too much with my dad. So...I had odd jobs, I 
started into high school there, and I think about after four months or 
so I dropped out of high school and went to work for some people, and 
got little odd jobs here and there. But then in 1938, January, was with 
a bunch of guys, we were all going to go down and join the Navy in 
Cincinnati. Well the morning they were supposed to get out there to 
hitchhike I was the only one there, and I went down, and I joined, and 
I got in. So the first of March we were sent to Great Lakes Naval 
training station, and I spent three months at the boot camp up there 
at Great Lakes until we graduated in June. And then in July we were 
shipped to the west coast, and that’s where I was assigned to the ship 
that I was on, the Aylwin. So...and then I put eight years in the 
service, until after the war, I got out when the war ended. 


(04:04) 
CD: What was your...what was your um... 


JC: Rating? 
CD: Yeah, what was your rank, and rating, and role on the Aylwin? 


JC: I...when I first went aboard I went in as a Seaman 2" in the deck 
force, and then after, oh about four or five months after that I went 
what they called the black gang, the engineering force, and I went 
down into the fire room, and that’s where I stayed for the rest of my 
naval career was the fire room. 


CD: Why did they call you the black gang? 


JC: Well that’s what they called the engineers. Whether you’re a 
machinist mader, or a fireman in the fire room, or what they called it 
black gang. Why I don’t know, but that was the name they had for 
‘em. So... 

(04:57) 

CD: When you go...so you’re on the Aylwin 


JC: Yes. 


CD: and you hear you’re getting shipped to Pearl Harbor. 


CD: What was life in Hawaii like when you got there? 


JC: Beautiful, it was nice. It wasn’t overcrowded, didn’t have a lot of 
servicemen out there at that time. Except...as far as navy goes...it was 
just our two squadrons of destroyers and maybe one or two cruisers, 
and then the people that were actually stationed there. But you went 
down town you didn’t have much of a crowd down there to fight or 
anything, but then after the fleet came down there that all changed. 
(06:52) 


CD: When you went downtown, or when you went liberty, what would 
you do? 


JC: Well usually there wasn’t that much to do. I was too young to 
drink at that time, I was still...just turned 18. And just hung out at the 
YMCA, there are different things to do, they had a barbershop there, 
and different subjects there, and stuff like that. Or you went to the 
museums and walked around town, and stuff like that. And then 
after...after the fleet came out why then things changed. 

(07:38) 

CD: What was a normal day like for you aboard the Aylwin when you 
were in port? 


JC: Just you had duty, you stood your duty watches, and then the rest 
of the time you just sat around, or you studied, or you did something 
you know, or you sunbathed, anything. So...in those days we had 
cameras aboard ship. You took pictures of different guys from the 
crew, different situations you know, sitting on a gun mount, or 
sunbathing, or anything like that. I still have the albums at home with 
all the crew members in it and everything, so... But it was a good life, 
it was a good life. 

(08:30) 

CD: Were you doing any reading at the time? Or were you aware of 
any rising tensions in relationships between the Japanese and the 
United States? 


JC: Oh we had a lot of experiences with them. Let me tell you some of 
them. When the fleet came out we didn’t get to tie up to the docks 
there in the navy yard anymore, or the submarine bays. We had to 
anchor out at one of the buoys out in the bay. But then most of the 
time we'd go out on fleet practices with just our four destroyers 
together. We operated off of Maui all the time, Lahaina? And we 
would spend the whole week out there. Sometimes over the weekend 
we would anchor there and stay there; we never got to go ashore 
there all that time. And we'd come back into Pearl just enough to get 
supplies and fuel and maybe stay there a couple days, then back out 
to Maui again. That was our operating area. Well I'd say...oh...in July 
or August of '41 we were operating between Maui, Lani, and Molokai. 
And sometimes we'd be operating close to Molokai out there, and 
we'd do our maneuvers and stuff, and any time we would go 
somewhere there would be these Japanese sampans, two of 'em. 
(10:20) I don't care. If we were over by Lani they would be there; if 
we were over by Molokai they would be there; if we were off by 
Lahaina they were there. Well I guess we sent a warning to 'em that 
they were...in the way of our operation area because sometimes we 
would go at flank speed around there for maneuvers and stuff and 


they might get in the way, and this and that. Well it seems like they 
ignored us. So our four destroyers, the Monaghan, the Dale, the 
Farragut, and the Aylwin, what we did, they got in formation and told 
us to cut down the air on the boilers on the fire room on the burners, 
and what we did was we went around high speed on these two 
sampans and laid out a heavy black smoke screen around them, okay? 
So I guess they got enough of that and they took off. But in November 
of '41 we were operating off of Molokai, coming back in to 
Lahaina...Maui...and our lookout on the bridge spotted a submarine 
crash diving. (11:42) We went to general quarters and all four of our 
ships circled and kept sonar on it, and it was... so we wired in to Pearl 
Harbor and asked them if we had permission to drop depth charges, 
and they said, “Absolutely not. We're not at a state of war.” So they 
told us to keep tabs on that submarine for a while, and then after a 
half-hour or so they told us come on back in to Pearl. On the way back 
in they passes word that if any man aboard ship said anything about 
that to anybody they would be general court marshalled. So that was 
one incident. Another incident is when the Dale had patrol right 
outside the entrance of the harbor, just about a week after that, she 
got a submarine contact. She wanted to drop depth charges, and they 
wouldn't let her. So anyway... In the week before Pearl the Kamakura 
Maru came in to Honolulu. Our ship and the Dale went out a hundred 
and fifty miles out to meet it and escorted 'em in to Honolulu harbor. 
While they were in the harbor with this Matsui, the ambassador on 
there, we patrolled right out side the honolulu harbor. When they 
came out we escorted 'em a hundred and fifty miles toward San 
Francisco. We were told in...oh I guess about August or September of 
‘41, we were told to get rid of our cameras, diaries, notes, papers, 
anything with on it get rid of 'em...they want 'em off the ship. So we 
had to get rid of all that. We had to get rid of the cameras and...I wish 
I'd have snuck my camera aboard because when we got to that 
Kamakura Maru with their...we weren't allowed on topside. (13:50) 
But we snuck out behind number five gun, which is on the stern of the 
ship, and they couldn't see us from the bridge, and we were out there 
looking at that and boy she had a big Japanese flag on the side of her, 
and we were saying, “What a target; what a target.” But these are 
things we actually went through, so... but...Another incident in, oh I 
guess around August, or September, or October of '41, we were 
coming back in to Honolulu...to Pearl Harbor and on the entrance 


CD: Joe I need to stop you, there's some noise from the water pipe. 
(TALKING BETWEEN CREWMEMBERS) Sorry Joe, we just had to 
wait for things to quiet down for us. 


JC: Okay. 
(15:10) 


CD: So you were telling us about another incident. 


JC: We were coming back into the entrance of Pearl Harbor, and they 
had the submarine net there...and I guess opening...as we were going 
in...at the mouth of the channel we hit something on...whatever it was 
it damaged a screw on the ship, and they told us we hit a sunken log. 
But I'll bet to this day it was one of the midget submarine following us 
in to the harbor, but there was nothing ever said about 'em. When, a 
couple of weeks later, when we went in to dry dock to fix that screw it 
was dent pretty good, so we had a feeling it wasn't a log, but there 
was nothing more said about it. But I imagine if you went through the 
ship's log there you would find out all these things that happened are 
actually fact, so...but... Being on a destroyer you see a lot more than 
these guys on bigger ships ever saw. You know, you experience a lot 
of those things, cause there...we were always on the go. We were 
never sitting around doing nothing. 

(16:35) 

CD: Were you ever...did you feel that you guys were prepared for 
some sort of an attack, not knowing where it was coming from? But... 


JC: Uh...not really. ...We never fought anything. We knew we were in 
trouble with Japan, we definitely knew that. That's why I say when 
that Kamakura Maru, when we escorted 'em in, we knew we were 
going to war with 'em. And they had an incident one time, oh I guess a 
month or so before that, on the (Anhilo?) where they had a... deal with 
some...of the Japanese cruisers or something was in there for a visit, 
and I guess they had an incident with one of the sentry's from Japan 
standing there at the gangway to stop one of our officers from going 
aboard and demanded that he saluted him. (17:33) And this caused 
sort of an incident there, but that wasn't our ship involved so 
that...that was just something that we knew from had happened there. 
But we've heard a lot of rumors all the time we were out there, I mean 
especially all during '4. We heard all kinds of rumors about this and 
that and they kept figuring out, they more or less brainwashed us that 
we didn't have nothing to worry about, that we could whip Japanese 
fleet in two weeks. I mean it was more or less brainwashed. 
So...anyway that's about the size of it. 

(18:18) 

CD: Do you remember where you were on December 6, the Saturday 
before, what you were doing? 


JC: I was aboard ship. But the morning of the seventh I had the four- 
to-eight watch in the afternoon fire room, the auxiliary watch. And I 
had just come up out of the fire room - you've got to understand our 
fire rooms were...sealed, they had to go through an air locker to go 

down in there. They were pressurized fire rooms. Not like the... new 


ones that came out they got air-incased boilers, but ours wasn't. Ours 
was pressurized down there, you had to get into an air locker to get 
down there and get out. So...but I just got out of the fire room and I 
was just walked into the Gally to get my breakfast that morning when 
the officer mess stewart came out and he said, “Hey come out here.” 
He says, “Look at this the army's practicing out here.” Well we got out 
there at the guntle, and then, holy mackerel, then we saw the planes, 
and we knew they weren't army, that's... So the first thing that I did 
I... turn around right behind the gally there on the deck I rang the 
general alarm, and then I ran right back down into the forward fire 
room, which was my general quarters station, and I started lighting 
off the big boilers down there because it's getting underway. By the 
time I had the boilers lit off the rest of the crew came down in; they 
were on general quarters station with us, there were about five of us 
down there. 'Cause you have two boilers in that fire room and two in 
the after fire room, and the large boilers are in the forward fire room. 
(20:13) The only time we used those was when you did flank speed, 
or full speed, anything like that, anything over 18 knots. ...Up the 18 
knots the after fire room was good...other than that no. So...but that 
was my general quarters station and that's where I was during these... 
(cough) excuse me...during the attack. So...but we heard the guns 
going off and everything, and I kept looking at the bulkhead waiting 
for a torpedo to come through, but it didn't do it. We did get out of the 
harbor. We got out about around nine o'clock that morning, so... 
but...that was it. And getting out of the harbor we got all kinds of 
rumors. We got rumors that San Francisco was bombed, the Panama 
Canal fell, the Philippines fell, and we were just looking at one- 
another and we were dumbfounded. We just couldn't believe what was 
happening. So... (21:21) 

CD: Hold on one second... (CREW SPEAKS) Could you tell us about 
the rumors that you heard down at your battle station? 


JC: We heard rumors about San Francisco was bombed, and San 
Diego- 


CD: Hold on, there's a plane. (INTERRUPTION UNTIL 22:40) 
Where did we leave off? ... You were underway. 
(CREWMEMBERS SPEAK) 
So you're down in your battle station and there's a bunch of 
rumors flying around, 
JC: Yes. 


CD: could you tell us about what's going on? 


JC: Well just that the rumors were that the Japanese had a landing 
force outside there some place...this and that...we heard that...and we 


heard about San Francisco, and San Diego, and the Panama Canal, 
and it was just...confusing. As a matter of fact when we were first got 
out of the harbor that morning we got the word that there was an I- 
class submarine on the north side of the island, and we started to go 
for it. When the cruiser that was in charge of the task force that was 
out there already, they...they told us to get back in there and never 
mind, to stay right there with them. So we had to stay with the group 
of ships that were already out there. But...I did manage to sneak up on 
deck a couple times, and that's where I got all rumors about San 
Francisco, and the Panama Canal, and this and that, but then I had to 
get back down to the fire room because that's my GQ station and 
everything, so... (24:07) But we were stuck down there until 
Wednesday. We stayed down in the fire room all that time. So... 
(24:15) 

CD: What was the mood in the fire room with the rest of your black 
gang- 


JC: Pardon me? 


CD: What was the mood in the fire room with the rest of your black 
gang? 


JC: It was very solemn, very solemn. Every...we just didn't say much to 
each other, we just kept looking at one another and I guess trying to 
study what the other guy was feeling, I guess you could call it that. 
But it was very solemn, didn't say much to anybody, or anything. 


CD: What were you feeling that day? 


JC: Feeling very depressed that we were caught such short notice, you 
know. Just...like...it's amazing you couldn't believe it, you just couldn't 
believe that we were caught flat footed. And we just, we kept asking 
ourselves, talking to each other, where was our intelligence? We just 
couldn't figure out. You know, come to think of it, we... every morning 
in the after fire room there when you're on auxiliary watch you had 
a...an open air blower that brought air down in there, and it was up on 
deck there, just straight down, and you could hear these PPYs taking 
off every morning for patrol and everything. Well that morning we 
didn't hear any. You know, when you're on auxiliary watch like that on 
the destroyer you're only one man down there. There's nobody else, 
just you. And when you're down there you can hear those plains 
taking off, but we didn't hear anything that morning. 

(25:49) 

CD: So you say you snuck up deckside. 


JC: Oh I snuck up on deck a couple times, yeah. 


CD: Could you tell us what you saw when you got up there? 


CD: Could you describe to us what that looked like? 


(27:10) 

CD: Now who took ...you're one of the few ships that actually were 
able to get underway that day. Who was in charge, and how did that 
work? 


JC: Well it was just seemed that...whoever was on the bridge was in 
charge of everything. You just naturally went to your GQ station 
where you're trained to go, so you don't ask questions, you just do 
what you supposed to do. 


CD: Was your skipper aboard that day? 


JC: No way. No...the only two officers we had were the two ensigns. 
One was named Kaplan, and the other one was named (Rearden?). 
And Kaplan had eight months sea duty, and Rearden had a couple 
weeks sea duty. So...ensign Kaplan got credit for taking the ship out 
of the harbor, and like I say we were going out of the entrance of the 
harbor and here's this whale boat behind us. And the skipper's 
hollerin', “Stop! Pick him up!” But we didn't, we just kept going. 
So...that's about the extent of it. 

(28:26) 

CD: Were you part of any of the recovery efforts of... 


JC: Were we what? 


CD: Part of any of the recovery or salvage efforts that were in the 
following weeks? 


JC: No, no, no. The only thing is when we came back in on Wednesday 
night, Wednesday evening, it was around four-thirty, five o'clock, and 
the first time they opened up the mess hall down below decks, about 
the first deck there. They opened the hatch, so we were just going 
down for chow about five o'clock when the general alarm rang again. 
And here was some of our planes coming in from the carriers. And boy 
the dog gone fire works went off, we were blasting guns like crazy. 
But we didn't know they were our planes. (29:13) Then we got the 
rumor that the Japanese were landing on Barber's Point. So rumors 
flew around quite a bit, yeah... 


JC: How did life change after the attack? (CREW MEMBERS 
WHISPER) 


END OF TAPE 


